
Central A&M Back to School 2021-2022 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q: What do we know? 

A: There isn’t a teacher, administrator, board member, or parent who WANTS students in a mask under 

normal circumstances. That being said, with universal masking guidelines we feel we can keep kids in 

school. Steady and continual attendance is important for every child.  When masking is required for all, 

the number of individuals who would have to quarantine is next to zero when compared to the number 

if we were mask-optional. Keeping kids in school prevents parents from missing work and kids from 

missing school and extracurricular and club activities.  

The most important item now is to get kids back to in-person learning and keep them there. 

 

Q: Does the Governor have the authority to issue this executive order and is it a mandate that must 

be followed? 

A: It is not the responsibility of the school or the school board to determine what is legal and what isn’t. 

This is a province of the courts. Until the Executive Order expires, or until there has been a successful 

court challenge to the Governor’s authority in this regard, school districts must comply with the relevant 

protective terms of the order. The Governor’s authority to issue executive orders has been upheld in 

court 60 + times throughout this pandemic. 

 

Q: What happens when ISBE takes away a school district's recognition status for non-compliance? 

A: ISBE can lower a district's status to unrecognized resulting in losing accreditation 23 IL. Admin. Code 

1.20(a) 

1.  Exhibits deficiencies that present a health hazard or a danger to students or staff. 

2.  Fails or refuses to serve students according to relevant legal and/or 

regulatory requirements. 

When a district loses recognition status they are in jeopardy of losing state funding, would not be 

allowed to participate in IHSA sports or activities, and unaccredited diplomas could hinder college 

acceptance for students. 

 

Q: How will the district enforce universal masking for individuals who refuse to wear them? 

A: Education, Intervention, Progressive Discipline. Our sincere hope is that we don’t get to this point. We 

are well aware of the various views on masks, but forcing principals, teachers, nurses, aides, and bus 



drivers to deal with non-compliance when these decisions are 100% out of their hands isn’t something 

we believe to be productive. We are a small school community and we will need each other at some 

point. We all need to move forward with integrity and decency. 

 

Q: What is next and how do we move forward? 

A: We have a duty to move forward under the current guidance. We will continue to work with other 

area Superintendents, board members, legislators and state offices on bringing back the local control to 

our district and all districts in the state.  

 

Q: Do students have to quarantine if everyone in the school building is universally masked? 

A: As long as consistent and correct universal masking is maintained, the Shelby County Health 
Department has confirmed that the only students who will be required to quarantine will be those 
within 3 feet of a positive case for 15 minutes or more in a 24- hour period. We will strive to maintain at 
least 3 feet of distance between students in the classroom so our students will not have to be 
quarantined. Our goal is to keep students at school. There will be a couple instances where quarantine 
may still be required. We will not be able to maintain 3 feet of distance on the bus, so there will be 
occasions where quarantine may be required for those within 3 feet of a positive case. Students will not 
be masked when eating lunch, so we will be required to quarantine within 6 feet of a positive case at 
lunch. 

 

Q: What are the symptoms to be used for exclusion from school?  

A: Students will be sent home or denied entry if any of the following symptoms are present: fever (100.4 

or higher), new onset of moderate to severe headache, shortness of breath, new cough, sore throat, 

vomiting, diarrhea, new loss of sense of taste or smell, fatigue from unknown cause, or muscle or body 

aches from unknown cause. 

 

 Q: If my student is kept home from school or sent home sick due to one of these symptoms, how long 

must they stay home?  

A: The student must stay home for at least 10 calendar days from the onset of symptoms AND be fever 

free for 24 hours (without fever-reducing medication) AND have improvement of respiratory symptoms. 

Students may return earlier than 10 days with documentation of a negative COVID-19 test, an alternate 

diagnosis by a physician, or proof of COVID vaccination. Q: If a student is kept home from school due to 

one of the above symptoms, do all their household members have to be out of school? A: All household 

members must stay home until the student with symptoms has documentation of a negative COVID-19 

test result or an alternate diagnosis from a physician. If a COVID-19 test or alternate diagnosis is not 

provided, a quarantine of 14 days is required. Household members may return to school when this 

documentation is provided to the nurse or the quarantine is complete. Household members who have 



been vaccinated do not need to be kept home unless they are experiencing symptoms (proof of 

vaccination is required).  

 

Q: If a student has COVID-19 symptoms at school will they be sent home? 

 A: Students with symptoms will be sent home. Documentation of a negative COVID-19 test or an 

alternate diagnosis is needed for the student with symptoms. The student and household members may 

return to school when this documentation is provided to the nurse. If a COVID-19 test result or alternate 

diagnosis is not provided, a quarantine of 10 days is needed for the student with symptoms and 14 days 

for household members. Household members who have been vaccinated will not be sent home unless 

they are experiencing symptoms (proof of vaccination is required). 

 

Q: Will rapid COVID-19 tests be accepted this year for re-entry to school?  

A: Rapid COVID-19 and PCR tests will both be accepted. 

 

Q: Can I test my student at home with an over the counter COVID-19 test kit?  

A: We are unable to accept results from at home COVID-19 tests. Testing must be done at a facility 

licensed to perform COVID-19 testing.  

 

Q: Who determines quarantine (close contact with a positive test) and/or isolation (for a positive 

test)?  

A: The Shelby County or Christian County Health Department oversees the placement/release of 

individuals into quarantine and/or isolation. A release from quarantine letter is needed from the Shelby 

County Health Department to return to school. 

 

Q: Do I have to provide a doctor’s alternate diagnosis note every time for seasonal allergies, ear aches, 

etc.?  

A: A doctor’s diagnosis note is needed for each specific diagnosis. Notes provided last school year will be 

kept on file and used for this school year. 

 

 As a reminder the first day of school for students is Wednesday, August 18th.  

 

 We will once again be utilizing e- learning days in place of snow days which will allow for no 

fluctuation in our calendar.  

 

 



 If you haven’t had a chance to register your student yet, please do so at your earliest 

convenience. 

 

 As always, if you have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact any 

member of the administrative team. 

 

 

Medical Guidance is from the Illinois Department of Health (IDPH) and Shelby County Health 

Department. 


